3i8                     STRULDBRUGS

foot in the grave is sure to hold back the other as
strongly as he can. But in the end, he concluded that
their lot was not really enviable, seeing that increasing
years only brought an increase of their dullness and
incapacity:

"They were not only opinionative," he writes, " peevish,
covetous, morose, vain, talkative, but incapable of friendship,
and dead to all natural affections, which never descended below
their grandchildren. Envy and impotent desires are their
prevailing passions. But those objects against which their
envy seems principally directed are the vices of the younger
sort, and the deaths of the old. By reflecting on the former
they find themselves cut off from all possibility of pleasure;
and whenever they see a funeral they lament and repine that
others have gone to a harbour of rest, to which they themselves
never can hope to arrive."

The explorer further discovered that, after the age
of eighty, the marriages of the Struldbrugs were dis-
solved, because the law thought it a reasonable in-
dulgence that those who were condemned, without any
fault of their own, to a perpetual continuance in the*
world, should not have their misery doubled by the
load of a wife; also that they could never amuse
themselves with reading, because their memory would
not serve to carry them from the beginning of a sen-
tence to the end; and after about two hundred years,
they could not hold conversation with their neighbours,
the mortals, because the language of the country was
always upon the flux.

It is a pity that the laws of Laputa stringently
forbade the export of Struldbrugs, else, Gulliver tells
us, he would gladly have brought a couple to this
country, to arm our people against the fear of death.